
 

 

 
Norwood Planning Board 566 Washington Street Norwood, Ma. 02062 
781-762-1240 ext. 164 781-278-3033 (fax)  

   
 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING, September 28, 2015 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman 
    Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 
    Joseph F. Sheehan 
    Ernie Paciorkowski 
    Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 
    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 
    Claire Murphy, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in Room 
12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – Maxwell Avenue, Phase II, Bill Buckley, Project 

Engineer 

 

Mr. Buckley stated that after meeting with the Board a couple of weeks ago where there were 
comments from the Town’s professional staff and from the Board, they have prepared a 
modified plan. In a memo dated September 22, 2015, they went over each of the comments 
from the light department, the DPW, and the Town Planner.  
 
Mr. Buckley went over some of the major items that the neighbors were concerned about. 
There are currently some structures from a neighbor on the owners’ property on Parcel B, they 
are going to convey that triangle piece to the neighbor.  On the corner of the property, some of 
the parking from an auto dealership one Route One is located on the owners’ property and the 
owner will convey that piece of the property to the abutter.  
 
Mr. Buckley said that there were also some comments about the rear of the property, people 
were asking for easements and no cut zones. Mr. Buckley and Mr. Halkiotis visited the site 
and flagged a dozen trees in that area within 10 to 20 ft. of the property line at David Terrace. 
Mr. Buckley said that they will put on the plans that these trees will be saved.   
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Mr. Buckley went over the elevation of the property, and the stormwater system. 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to know if water from David Terrace would affect the new homes 
being built on Maxwell Avenue and   would they build a swale in the back of these homes to 
prevent this. Mr. Buckley said that there would be so little water and the soil is good they 
don’t need drains in the back yards.  
 
Ms. Holmwood noted that right now there is no runoff because it’s all green but after 5 
foundations, the removal of trees and a cul-de-sac with hard top the water will have to go 
someplace. Mr. Buckley explained that the water will go into the infiltration system. 
 
Mr. Sheehan said that the light department does not want underground wiring and asked what 
the other members thought. Mr. Donohue and Mr. Paciorkowski both agreed with the light 
department and Mr. Porro and Ms. Holmwood wanted underground wiring.  Mr. Sheehan also 
agreed with the light department. Mr. Paciorkowski said that they would still have to add poles 
for the underground wiring.  Mr. Buckley agreed that they would have to add two poles to 
serve the four lots underground but they would not need any extra poles for overhead wiring. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to waive the underground wiring for Maxwell Estates II, 
per the light department recommendation, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE 3-2 motion passed 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that Mr. Ryan, Town Engineer in a letter dated September 28, 2015 said 
that the unused Right of Way adjacent to Lot 10 must have a lot designation and lot area.  
Also the status of the Right of Way must be clearer on who owns and maintains. Mr. Ryan 
recommends that Town Counsel be consulted.  Mr. Halkiotis stated that Mr. Buckley has done 
a title search and found that the Right of Way was done in the early 1900’s and the process to 
eliminate a Right of Way is a long process. Mr. Halkiotis will talk with Town Counsel to try 
to find a solution.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that a letter was also received from Al Goetz, Conservation 
Agent stating the applicant must file a notice of intent. Mr. Buckley has filed a notice of intent.  
 
Mr. Porro asked if anyone from the public has any questions. 
 
Paul Petherwick, 12 Maxwell Avenue, wanted to talk about the light pole in the island in the 
middle of the road and hoped they could find a better solution.  
 
David Ralli, 35 David Terrace, wanted to know where the drainage was located. Mr. Buckley 
pointed out at the end of the street and it will be underground.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis went over the waivers that the applicant requested in a letter dated June 16, 
2015.  
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MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to waive the Environmental Impact Study, seconded by Mr. 
Paciorkowski 
VOTE 4-1 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to waive the cul-de-sac diameter from 130’ to 100’ and 
to reduce the pavement width for the cul-de-sac from 100’ to 81’ to conform with Sopp Circle, 
seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to waive the right of way width from 55’ to 44’ to conform 
with Sopp Circle and the pavement within the right of way from 36’ to 25’, seconded by Mr. 
Sheehan 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the public hearing for Maxwell Estates, Phase 
II, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Ms. Holmwood wants the area cleaned up. Mr. Porro said that the existing conditions are 
deplorable and the catch basins need to be maintained. Mr. Porro would like a time table to 
complete the cleanup and requested that it be given to Mr. Halkiotis this week. 
 

REQUEST FOR BOND REDUCTION – Maxwell Avenue, Phase I, Mark Carroll 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that a bond request was received from Mr. Carroll and he asked Mark 
Ryan for a cost estimate to complete the project. Mr. Halkiotis said that we currently have a 
$150,000 bond, and in the memo dated September 28th from Mr. Ryan, he has recommended 
that the cost to completed $98,230.00. Mr. Halkiotis said that the Board could release 
$51,770.00.  
 
Mr. Sheehan was concerned about the raised sewer covers on Maxwell Avenue. Mr. Halkiotis 
listed some of his concerns that he saw on his site visit and asked them to be taken care of. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue this request until the next meeting to give the 
applicant a chance to complete the cleanup at the site, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – C&E Auto Body, 664 Pleasant Street, Augustine Centola, 

owner 

 

Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering, representing the applicant, noted that this was the second 
visit to get approval for Mr. Centola and since the last visit they have changed the plans to 
incorporate comments that were received from department heads and the Board. Mr. Smith 
said that they have received a letter from Mr. Ryan, Town Engineer stating that he had no 
further comments. Mr. Smith also submitted a landscape plan. 
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Ms. Holmwood said that she visited the site and couldn’t figure out what was being presented. 
Mr. Halkiotis stated that it was a complicated site plan. Mr. Smith pointed out the area on the 
left side of the site and in the front that will be landscaped. Ms. Holmwood said that this is the 
only time the Board can comment on the site as far as landscaping goes. Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Halkiotis presented a letter from AL Goetz, Conservation Agent stating his concerns and 
Mr. Smith sated that they have addressed his concerns. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the site plan review for C&E Auto Body, 664 
Pleasant Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD SIGNAGE- True Value Hardware Store, 670 

Washington Street, Mike Crivello, representing applicant 

 

Mr. Crivello explained that the Board has already approved signage for True Value but since 
then he has been hired  Mr. Halkiotis agreed that the Board had already approved signage for 
True Value and Mr. Crivello’s wall sign is basically the same except smaller. The new sign 
will be 30 s.f. and located in the building’s sign band. The sign will be externally illuminated, 
with white lettering on a red background. 
 
Mr. Halkiotis stated that Mr. Crivello will be returning to the Board requesting a free standing 
sign in the rear of the building that will require a special permit.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Site Plan Review, CBD Signage for True 
Value Hardware Store, 670 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Donohue 
VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

SUNSET AVENUE ADEQUATE ACCESS  - PB VOTE 

 

Mr. Halkiotis drafted the decision for Sunset Avenue for the Board to approve. Mr. Halkiotis 
reviewed the conditions listed in the decision. Ms. Holmwood asked if the Certificate of 
Occupancy (CO) was in the conditions. Mr. Halkiotis explained that Ms. Holmwood would 
like a Planning Board signoff before a CO is issued. Ms. Holmwood said that the Planning 
Board is the one who made the conditions and should be the one to make sure these conditions 
are met. Mr., Halkiotis will add this to the conditions. (Condition 12) 
 
MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the decision for Sunset Avenue Adequate 
Access Plan with Condition 12 added, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE 5-0  motion passed  

 

FORBES HILL – 40B  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that the ZBA has received a comprehensive permit application for Forbes 
Hill, the public hearing is on October 6th and Mr. Halkiotis will review the plans for comments 
on behalf of the Board.  
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Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the Planning Board would have a site plan review on the project 
and Mr. Halkiotis said no. Mr. Halkiotis said that the ZBA acts for all the Town Boards, one 
permit for the whole Town. 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski would like to comment on having as much green space as possible, the 
landscaping, and having a buffer zone. Mr. Paciorkowski also feels that in that area of Town 
this project is much too dense in addition to the commercial that it abuts.  
 
Mr. Sheehan also feels there are too many apartments and thought when Davis applied a 
couple of years ago they were asking for 240 apartments and now they are asking for 300. 
 
Ms. Holmwood thinks the 1.5% case could be easily proven and she thinks the Town should 
step up. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access. A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  

 
 
 
 
 

 


